
Lockdown Survival 

After a challenging 18 months the Service has 
managed to continue with lessons as well as many 
of our band and ensemble activities for most pupils. 
Within three weeks to the start of the first lockdown, 
over 40% of our music lessons had moved online. 
By the second lockdown this had reached over 90%, 
with parents and pupils alike grateful for the benefit 
the children were getting from music during a difficult 
time.

First Virtual 
Eisteddfod 
With a cast of well-known 
judges and a host of young 
performers of all ages we 
had an excellent virtual 
Eisteddfod early in 2021. 
Over 200 children and young 
people of all abilities took 
part. The performances 
are still available to view on 
YouTube. 

Music Workshops to Boost 
Well-being 
We are all very aware of the pressure that several 
lockdowns have had on us all - not least our young 
people.  To help tackle some of these challenges we 
arranged well-being music sessions for schools during 
the summer term. Our talented tutors visited several 
primary schools across Gwynedd to host the free 
sessions for pupils. The response has been amazing 
with the children saying how much they enjoyed 
themselves.

What next? 
With restrictions easing, we look forward to the new academic year and to doing what we do best - sharing our love of 
music with young people. We also want to offer an exciting extra-curricular programme and have plans for new groups, 
including a choir for secondary pupils, a guitar choir and string orchestra, not forgetting the popular groups like the brass 
bands, woodwind ensemble, harp choir and the six regional groups.

Celebrating a 
year at Schools 
Music Service

‘Creu Sŵn’ roadshow 
In July we held the ‘Creu Sŵn’ (Make some noise) workshops 
across Anglesey and Gwynedd secondary schools. Our 
tutors created a show especially for the tour and reached 
16 schools across both counties. The intention was to 
create excitement among the young  people for music. The 
musicians had a fantastic welcome from the children - this 
was the first time most had heard any live music since 
before live events came to an end in March 2020.

Focus on 
youngest pupils
It’s not just older pupils who 
have missed out over the past 18 
months. This is why the Service 
also arranged sessions for primary 
schools. Among them was Ysgol 
Cybi, where children in years 1 to 
6 had the opportunity to enjoy 
musical games, singing and 
learning about percussion, brass 
and string instruments.

Summer School Fun 
Having had to cancel our residential summer school 
last year we were delighted to be able to hold the event 
at Galeri, Caernarfon this year. Despite last minute 
challenges, thanks to Covid19 - the summer school was 
a huge success, with 85 children from Gwynedd and 
Anglesey attending to perform and enjoy music once again.
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